LETTER

DU HALDE'S HISTORY OP CHINA, 1738.

THERE are few nations in the world more talked of, or
kss known, than the Chinese. The confused and imper-
fect account which travellers have given of their gran-
deur, their sciences, and their policy, have, hitherto, excited
admiration, hut have not been sufficient to satisfy even a
superficial curiosity. I, therefore, return you my thanks
for having undertaken, at so great an expense, to convey
to English readers the most copious and accurate account*
yet published, of that remote and celebrated people, whose
antiquity, magnificence, power, wisdom, peculiar customs,
and excellent constitution, undoubtedly deserve the atten-
tion of the publick,

As the satisfaction found in reading descriptions of dis-
tant countries arises from a comparison which every
reader naturally makes, between the ideas which he re-
ceives from the relation, and those which were familiar to
him before; or, in other words, between the countries
with which he is acquainted, and that which the author
displays to his imagination; so it varies according to the
likeness or dissimilitude of the manners of the two na-
tions. Any custom or law, unheard and unthought of be-
fore, strikes us with that surprise which is the effect of
novelty; but # practice conformable to our own pleases
us, because it flatters our self-love, by showing us that,
our opinions are approved by the general concurrence of
mankind. Of these two pleasures, the first is more vio-
lent, the other more lasting; the first seems to partake
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